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Synopsis
By the middle of the 1800s, the United States had become two separate societies. The North and
the South were divided by vast economic, educational, and cultural differences. There was

widespread misunderstanding and even hatred between the two regions of the country. But it was

one specific issueslaverythat would erupt in disaster.
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Customer Reviews

These objective and readable books discuss the causes, battles, and politics of the Civil War and
Reconstruction. Authors incorporate primary-source materials into the texts, and a limited number of
sidebars add additional information or longer primary-so --Series Made Simple; School Library
JournalThese slim volumes succinctly present events in the war between the states. The major
battles describe leaders, strategy, new technology used, and the outcome. Each book includes text
boxes with longer quotations derived from journals, newspapers, and spe --Library Media

Connection

Noted historian and award-winning author Don Nardo has written many books for young people

about American history. Nardo lives with his wife, Christine, in Massachusetts.

Interesting explanation of 1860 mindset.



Grade schoolers and junior high school students will find this to be an excellent introduction to the
causes of the Civil War, including the leading cause- slavery and the attempt by some politicians
and others to extend it into the territories and newly forming states. The organization of the facts
and the writing by historian Don Nardo are first rate and the pictures and layout by the publisher are
very nicely done. | recomend the book highly.
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